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                                             “LET US BUILD THE CITY OF GOD…”
Pollyann the Parrot, with a most strong voice made the announcement, we, all of us, have been summoned to gather around this nice warm beach campsite, Many were sent a notice, sometimes a hand over word to one another.  You have responded and that is why you are present today.  Three questions were asked of you.  You were told to think about, to muse, to ponder and if you have done your homework, once again these are to the answers coming from you.  WHO AM I?    WHO HAS GIVEN ME LIFE?     WHAT PURPOSE DO I HAVE IN THIS LIFE? 
Perhaps some of you may want to jump in right away.  But let’s take some time in final preparation.  Even along the route you may wish to add further thoughts and seek to cover the whole spectrum if you are able.  I do assure you, each of you, you will have ample time to express yourself.  So, above all, do not rush.  Now, before we begin this process, cast aside any thoughts which might be a hindrance to our discussions.  Breathe deeply.  Enter deep within your self.  Concentrate on each of the answers that apply to the questions.  And when it comes time, whoever wishes to speak, give notice that you are ready and all of us will be silent and seek to absorb what is being addressed to all.  Everyone has a story to tell,…..take five, take ten and then begin.
Now, I do not have a bell to ring, but are we ready?  You have had time to think, to ponder, to examine yourselves.  We are all companions, so be kind and courteous.  When someone is speaking, do listen intently, no interruptions.  Above all no gossip.  What each relates, let it be held in confidence.  Again, I know that you are anxious to relate your own story, but be patient.  Everyone will have a turn.  Whoever is ready, let’s hear your answers to the questions proposed.

I am Danny the Squirrel.  I am one in a great variety in our family circle.  Some are red or gray, ground type or flying, we do sport a bushy tail for balance.  We are happy the way we were made and give thanks to the Maker.  We can do amazing things but most of all, brothers and sisters we can really climb and run, dance on wires.  Humans seem to enjoy us and that makes us happy.  Our mission in life is to be thankful.

I happen to be Charlie the Clam.  I am usually rather tight lipped, but among you, my friends, I will open up more for my benefit and yours.  I am related to the mollusk group.  Someone told us that when the waters were made, there we were in the great seas.  We delight in the sand and humans like to dig for us.  We are not clumsy, but very agile.  We express our joy when humans come for a clam digging, followed by a clam bake.  Wonderful food.  We are of service to others.
I am Henrietta the Humming Bird, just call me Etta.  I must say we were created beautiful with a wide variety of color.  Small, fast and even quite dangerous.  We guard our territory very well, even against those of our own species.  Our Maker made us very colorful in design, no offense to you, Polly.  You have color all your own, bright, brilliant, ours are of a deeper gloss.  We thrive on sugar from plants, even humans give us our nectar.  Oh, how we fly and enjoy great distances on this planet earth.  We do have a hand or a bill in pollination.  Very proud to serve.
Saludo, Amigos.  Mi nombre es Esmeralda la Chihuahua, just call me Essie.  I shall speak in English so all may understand.  Like some of you, I am small have nice ears and a very smooth coat on my body.  Our Maker did not have an after thought.  Well designed and easy to carry.  We have the ability to become very affectionate for those who somewhat cater to us.  Our company is delightful.  Our mission is to give comfort to others.
I am Elmer the Centipede.  I am one of various arthropods of the class of chilopoda.  The Great God who made us, made us very unique.  Most of you have two or four legs, we have many, so our coordination is most valuable.  We can handle that.  I believe our purpose to be - - amazement in the eyes of others regarding our make and just how we can so easily handles our created bodies.

Would you believe, I am Stuart the Mouse.  First of all, I am not the one who portrayed our kinships in the popular movie and is now on DVD.  As a matter of fact I really can’t remember which side of the family this movie star came from.  Anyway, he does happen to be a relative, most likely a cousin.  I am a member of the rodent family.  We seem to disturb humans at times.  Sorry, that can’t  helped.  We need to eat, to feed our families.  In case you did not notice, cheese for some of us is very special and we do like rice and crackers and avoid mouse traps.  We do clean up a lot of garbage, perhaps that might be why we were made.  I intend to hang around, who knows, it may happen, an audition for some future film.  Maybe I will become a star.  But don’t count on it.
Abigail is my name.  I am a Bee.  We are all part of the insect clan of the order of Hymenoptera.  Try to figure that out.  Again of special design.  God made many kinds of our family circle.  Special also because we are most busy.  We do work in colonies and each have a important task or job to perform.  We truly work well together.  Our function is to provide wax and honey for all creatures.  No doubt our mission is to teach others how to work and cooperate as a community.

I am Homer the Gopher.  I was fortunate to be out of the hole at the time your message came across.  I believe it was centipede passing by who announced the gathering.  As most of you know, I am a burrowing mammal.  We do dig deep and for many reasons.  The Creator made us to work underground.  We build our homes and raise our families “undercover”.  Quite often we begin new caves and push dirt above ground, much to the dismay of others.  But we must live on roots and grass, would you deny us that?  No secret society.  Many jobs to do, moisten the soil, allowing it to remain fertile.  Really unknown except for our mounds of dirt.
Morris the moose.  Like the others I have a shortened name --- in the wilds I am known as Mo.  Each of us are members of the deer family.  We boast of enormous antlers, long legs and a large unshapely head.  Beware of us, but we are friendly.  The Maker did make us large and our voices can be heard for miles around.  Our value is found in strength and endurance.  We do get upset when other creatures engross on our free land dominion.  Roads are built and all kinds of vehicles cross our paths and even try to ride us down.  But we shall stand, shall endure.  Our mission is to relate and observe what our Maker can produce.  We are admired.

I believe, I am the last one to speak.  My name is Harold the Rooster, a pugnacious bird.  We are a most happy lot.  God created us for a special purpose.  We had our day and are remembered forever.  A most distant relative had a most special task to perform.  Remember?  A certain follower of the Lord had to be awakened, had to be reminded.  We truly opened his eyes.  And now we are most proud to say that there is shrine in that Holy City called Saint Peter in Gallicantu.  We will never forget that moment, it is everlasting.  Away from the populated cities, we continue our morning routine.  Time to awaken all for the beginning of a new day.
Polly the Parrot speaks.  I wish to thank each of you for attending.  We do learn when stories are told.  Each has a purpose, a mission on this planet.  Such functions we must pass on to others.  All are here because of creation.  All, everyone, has a specific talent, a gift, to be shared with others.  They cannot be placed under a bushel basket, but opened up to all.  Each one needs to explore just how great and wonderful we are.  We end with our great song:  “Let us build the city of God…………..”

How would you or I, give adequate in-depth answers to the three questions listed above????????????

                          Fr. John F. dePaemelaere, OFM  -----  Regional Spiritual Assistant       
                                                      Regional  Minister’s Message

   March 7, 2008 is the official launch date for the newly created FRANCISCAN ACTION NETWORK.  This collaborative network of U.S-based ministries, institutions and persons following in the spiritual and social movement begun by St. Francis and St. Clare more than 800 years ago was joined by the National Secular Franciscan Order at our meeting in October of 2007 by a vote of 34 in favor, 3 opposed.  Articles relating to this network have appeared in the two most recent publications of the Tau (Winter-p. 13 & Spring-pgs. 21-22).  I will not repeat what those articles made apparent, but I do wish to make a few remarks regarding our involvement and financial support.

   I have long wished for a better way to live out my commitment to the 15th Article of our Holy Rule-

                    “Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in 


         promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and 


         their courageous initiatives. Especially in the field of public 


         life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their 

faith”.

   How often have I written to my elected officials, only to receive back a “too bad, so sad” letter of response generated by some machine.  Don’t misunderstand, this doesn’t mean I won’t still write letters; but now, I think there may be a chance that the “voice” will be heard as it will be joined to hundreds (if not, hopefully, thousands) of like minded voices-the voices of Franciscans!  A voice seeking to “Transform the world in the spirit of St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi” (FAN Vision Statement excerpt).

   By participation in this network, “we seek to amplify our public voice and use our collective power to humbly advocate and act for an inclusive and transformed social policy and social structures....(to)build a society rooted in social justice, peace and care for all of creation.” (FAN Mission statement excerpt).

   To accomplish this, we need to be more than simply recipients of the message.  We need to step up to the plate!  Our Action Commissioner is a member of our region-Dan Mulholland.  He has asked for our help.  How can FAN best interact with your region’s ministers, members, and ministries?  Who might be willing and able to help build up the network.  I ask all of you to give serious thought as to how you might be able to assist.

   And finally, I ask each of you to give some thought to providing financial support.  NAFRA Council members agreed to seek to raise $15,000 through the voluntary donations of our regional brothers and sisters as our fist year’s contribution (that works out to $1.00 per member).  I would like to invite any of you who feel that this is a good cause (i.e., something worthy of your hard earn “donation” dollars) to send in a personal contribution to NAFRA.  Make checks out to NAFRA and in the memo line designate “Donor Fund – FAN”- Region 54.  That will assure that the donation goes to the Action Network and that our region gets credit for the contribution.            
   Checks should be sent to                       Dennis Ross, SFO

                                                                  NAFRA Treasurer

                                                                  8933 Trailwood Court

                                                                  Mentor, OH  44060

 I will be providing more information at our annual minister’s meeting in June.

 Please visit the website for the latest information from FAN.     www.franciscanaction.org
                                                                              Pax et Bonum,  Elaine
                                                                                                          Elaine Hedtke, SFO
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 Robert Fitzsimmons, SFO
                                                                   Andy’s  Gang

A funny thought occurred to me during a flashback to my childhood, it was about an old children’s show called Andy’s gang/club (East Coast).  It was from a different age, where gang had a totally different connotation.  It was easy to join, no membership needed, just a half an hour on Saturday morning and an old TV set (Black and white way back then).  There was, however; a sad thought there too.  The Secular Franciscan Order.  Looking at the health of the order and the level of willingness to answer the call to serve, makes me wonder if perhaps we have, much like the word “gang” lost or changed the connotation of the word “order”.

Is the Secular Franciscan Order on the path of being nothing more than another “churchy” parish organization?  We seem to have little or no understanding of our spiritual tradition as Franciscans; you know those little differences that marches us to a different belief and drummer.  I admit we have been remiss in all branches of the Franciscan Family in passing on our unique vision of God’s plan of creation.  We like most others, especially after 1000+ years of bucking the primary teaching (Augustinian & Dominican based) have mostly fallen in lock step with the rest, making me wonder if we are simply Dominicans in brown.  Don’t get me wrong, the Dominicans and the other orders have tremendous ministries within the Church and are much needed, their focus is just different then the Franciscan one.

But I digress.  Back to the word “Order”.  It would I think, be helpful to briefly explore the Nature of the Secular Franciscan Order, and what is it that is fundamentally different about us, a difference we don’t seem to understand or teach properly by the way people pop in and out, more like a club or gang then an Order.

The Nature of the SFO (from a presentation in Rome by CIOFS formator  Benedetto Lino)

First and foremost, unlike other Third Orders, we are founded directly by St. Francis,  the founder of the entire Franciscan Family, not as an after-though or a subordinate affiliate of the friars, but as the third (not in status but in chronological order) part of his plan of evangelization and rebuilding the church.  Face it Francis understood there are places that laity can reach and sanctify that the brothers could not.  True to the Gospel, Francis infused this leaven into all places within society.

Second, the acceptance and ratification of our own generic Rule of Life and Constitutions, we are placed directly under the Holy See and our juridic nature comes from the Holy Father himself, not from any religious house, inc our own friars.  We function globally undertaking the apostolic actions deemed necessary by our Holy Father to advance the gospel mission of the Church.

We are bound to the First Order and TOR, not by mandate of the First Order, but by privilege because we are intrinsically united by a common founder, charism, spirituality and ministry.  Under Canon Law, we are a public association of Christian faithful, with the difference of autonomy.  We have our own Rule of Life, laws and superiors and are an equal part of the Franciscan Family by founding privilege and acknowledgement of the Holy See, (who by the way has charged the First Order and TOR to assist us through Spiritual Assistance, that we might collaborate with them in The mission of St Francis. 

We are far more than a club or gang, and our profession (solemn ecclesial act) more than words we spoke to gain admission.  Our profession into the SFO is our desire to embrace a new way and in that to become a new creation, understanding that like Francis we have committed ourselves to a re-prioritized life of service in spreading the Gospel and re-building the Church.  We are not a pop in pop out, serve when you feel like it organization, if that’s the case we are far to “secularized” and have not understood the idea of an Order.  Let’s say Secular from our name means “in the world” not “of the world (worldly)”.  We live in the world to serve and sanctify the it, not to be just part of a “club” where all our other personal ventures takes priority.

Please think and pray about it, your profession, why you choose Francis and why you took the plunge into an “Order” as your way to serve.  The future of the SFO depends on us all.

Pace e bene

Bob 

rlfitzsfo@verizon.net    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------       
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Patricia Sovich, SFO 
As the owner of a television set that has given great service for the past twenty years, I am constantly being reminded that this set will become obsolete in February, 2009.   Consequently, I have been diligently searching for a set of reasonable size, that will not make me feel like I’m in a movie theater!

Needless to say, I must figure out what to do with this set once I get a new one.  Recently an article in the newspaper, made me aware of the need to properly recycle such devices, as they can contain up to ten pounds of lead.

The article went on to say “more than 1.5 million tons of e-waste such as TV’s, computers, monitors, printers, laptops, cell phones, electronic games, batteries, etc. are thrown into landfills and incinerators every year.  As a result toxins such as lead and mercury are being released into the air and water.”

“Although the federal government and the industry agree that e-waste is a huge problem, there is no consensus as to how to solve it.  The European Union has policies that make manufacturers responsible for recycling their products and decreasing the levels of harmful metals used to make them.  In our own country only ten states have passed e-waste law in which communities collect and recycle worn out devices and charge companies to cover the cost.”

So how can we deal with unwanted items?  If the item is still working and useable, donate it to a school or nonprofit organization.  If it’s unusable, check with the state’s e-waste disposable program.  Washington and Oregon both have such programs.  Many companies including Apple, Dell and Sony will take back the product, but you may have to pay for shipping I wonder if Sony wants my old TV?

                                          Pax et Bonum,    Patricia     
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  Mark Pereira, SFO
     As Pope Paul VI said:  “If you want peace, work for justice.”  The purpose of this brief article is to alert you to the worldwide epidemic of slavery and its existence even in our own country.  Unless otherwise indicated, all quotes are from just the first third of a 2004 study entitled “Hidden Slaves Forced Labor in the United States”.  It is available on the web at (www.hrcberkeley.org/download/hiddenslaves_report.pdf and covers the 5 year period from Jan 1998 to Dec 2003.  U.S. law defines slavery as “the power of an individual to control another for economic gain.”  Some of the more common international forms of these controls include prostitution, forced labor and organ removal.  Worldwide there are at least 27 million slaves, while in the U.S. the study found that  there are 10,000 minimum.  Given a slave’s fear of retribution these totals are extremely conservative.  Also, instead of an actual head count, the U.S. government only recognizes victims of forced labor as those “who have been assisted in accessing immigration benefits” so their tally comes to less than 500 victims over a three year period.
     The states with the most reported incidents of slavery include California, Florida, New York and Texas.  However, Seattle and Portland are two of the 90 U.S. cities identified in the study that have reported incidents of forced labor.  As mentioned previously, due to fear of retribution many incidents do not get reported.   Although most of the victims in the U.S. are either Chinese, Mexican or Vietnamese immigrants some are in fact born in the U.S.  To add further insult to injury”…the nationality or ethnicity of perpetrators closely matched that of victims.”  The study found that “the length of time victims were held in forced labor ranged from a few weeks to more than twenty years with the majority of cases lasting between two and five years.”  Also, “Forced labor is prevalent in five sectors of the U.S. economy:  prostitution and sex services (46%), domestic service (27%), agriculture (10%), sweatshop/factory (5%), and rest! aurant  and hotel work (4%).”  Furthermore, neither agricultural nor domestic household workers are considered “employees” under the National Labor Relations Act so they can’t unionize to improve their situation.
     In his latest book “Ending Slavery How We Free Today’s Slaves” Kevin Bales indicates that two of the most effective ways to combat slavery is to increase one’s awareness of the problem and share that information with others as well as, to donate regularly to an anti-slavery organization such as Free the Slaves (www.freetheslaves.net) that actually rescues those in slavery and then supports them in their new found freedom.  An example of this support that is closer to home, involves a married couple, both former slaves, who just opened a 5 bedroom safe house in Western Washington for victims of slavery late last year.  (www.troniefoundation.org).  According to an Oct. 29, 2007 article in the Seattle Times entitled “Survivors of sorrow shelter the exploited” its first resident was to be a Southeast Asian teen who was treat! d “like a slave” in her aunt and uncle’s Northwestern restaurant.  “They’d encouraged her parents to send her to the U.S. so she could get an education, she says.”  She did go to school, but had to work excessive hours after school at the restaurant.
     May the Holy Spirit guide you and your fraternity as you work to “Make justice your aim; redress the wronged……(Isaiah 1:17).

Pax et Bonum, 
Mark


















